‘I DID 19,650 MILES IN 13 DAYS
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rapping down B-roads used to be a helicopter incredible world of Nick Sanders

jet turbine bike »Kawasaki ZXR400 »Honda Rune »BMW K1200R »Aprilia RS125
»Suzuki Hayabusa ¥»Honda Blackbird »Suzuki DR-Z400 »Suzuki GSX-R750
»Honda FireBlade ¥ Kawasaki Z7-R1100 »Kawasaki ZX-12R »Triumph Daytona 650
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== =7 JET BIKE

s i3 voodoo engineering.
I 2 workshop in the sleepy
i a0l Soth, the E'Iilrr-rlng
10f milling and
waft of machine oil anc all
= sliowhd be. But instead of rods and
5 and cranmbocases awalting o refuikd,
] pehies display drums of curiows deslgn.
. Cylindrical and fascinating in this half-
- bwiltstate, formed of fine alloy and laced
ricate lockwiring. these are gas
4, Fven still and silent they have an
alien menace. In heltcopters they offer
of pedlable, vibration - free power for
i= weisgghit oor Bailke. O il rigs they poswer
-Elghting equipment capable of emprying
@ Pl i secomils. But harine
farbine Technology, whose workshops these
re, are forud of Finding more unusual homes
 foc these remarkable modoes. On e water, in
posverhoats bought by the spesd.crased, the
perfoghance is devastating - Superion to an
“pustbadrd mosor in e LA way that an
ol Toeats & palr of cars.

I'en dfter that same kind of comprehensive
ome-ughmeanship. And Lwand i on the public
highwdy. Runway speed 18 wo clean and easy,
deviri as it 15 of reference points of &y setse
of wreag, | want menace-to-seclery flag-oul.
I shoet, | need a prosduction motorcyche of
abtsurd periermanos and heee, in this place
of fat shrimp, hot sun and sodden swamg,

& template 100 years old has been igoced
MUTT have rejected the Internal combustion
engire and il a bike swith jet turbine
poaver. [n deing so they ve moved ballistic
it a different ballpark.
Outside, ferce sunllght is vaperising the
Last of this meorning s oool vel of mist. In the
. dark of the hangar iy Y2E, paid for by
sopneane else and due for delivery tomorrowe,
I lowks almost normal. 1cs bow and long - the
¥ ikee sits bt & few inches atove the polished
v . concrete foor and measures 1727 mm spindle
- . FrMildly afraid plict b Spirud e - but thege are fow external chies
Uphwre sigyia menin - - as o its outlandish means of propulsion,
mﬂﬂ_’jﬁ Resplerdernt in a deep metallic red, hot-rod
SR s — Flarnes licking the fairing sides in surcly
et AL _ deliberate symbolism, the bike could bea =
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special, But the swinganm, massively
enging ered andd short for the bike's

wiee hase, 5 Ii:'_'\.;.-'-l'\. CHEIT RTINS amd a
longes than averse engine And wihibe the
swibchpear is a5 average as it pets = Honda
CRREHT = turning the innodent-looking ey
in the ignition brings a flatscreen display
flickering into life. The protoly pe Y2K was
analogue, it's dash af rongh alominium
shuffed with dials, By contrast the
prostuction blke’s “Smart stast’ system makes
ciperating this thing utterdy straightfosward.

56 BE

Thse cemice of the screen shows 3 feed
Eecam Kl #ra, Easly dizmissed
as Frivodonat, the camena actualby makes x lot
of wemse Tiecked 1n at four miles a minate
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chiecking muirmors would be diificult, A
Hfesaver ool be tatal. The canmera viw i
flanbed by displays of the drivetraln's vital
agns. T e ey readoun s pereentage, which
measuies the turbine's cperating cfiort,
though speed {8 worth an oocasional glance
The ¥ZE ides st 50 per oent, Wind it up
arsd the Bodls-Baowos ALlEsom Dol 5eries gas
turpine can generabe 3300 anad 425061
of toegue. While the turblne can spin to
54, elkrpimn, The guipek shall peaks ab a ooeng
leisurely GO00rpm, Peak bongue cormes up at
just Didrpm. MTT reckon the bike weighs
7 "'.\y |]|_'\_.._ aof which st ‘J'_lk;{ i% the ity
turbine. That's a fluld-free povwer-toswiegin
ratio of 1 '-I'I‘l:lll e L:IE:F'I afin, & Suzuki
GSX-T D00 K5 tries §ts bost with 159bhp and

1iGkg I.I'H.'l'\-":'l-"l:" e | 3]k at

jeast umtill vou consider bang -,
Ihere canm be no moee stalling. e ad

thie YZR's back-story kn fu ATy

president Ted Molnbyne. Tve e
strippesd YK it & Build room, mars
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Ancd 1" towched the pubine’s deli
colings in ignorant awe. Now [m
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Ignikion on, Killswitch =g o
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rorikil. O e Figlsl bar & sedd bt
neuleal. Prsssing it again ne-fmgages drn
M I;'||'|:.'1|||:,;I|l ewitch under the beft har
erween first and second. Hands d
work o tEis thing
It beace against unholy forces
Hiold dotven thie starter. | he blke rem

devoid of vibratken bat an in
climbxs 1 pitch as the sfarber mobor

||||I|||' taghine, Tn the left of the disp

perceninge theks ugp, The o, whi
|5 l§ttle lemader than the fridee s
sandard in-line foa

Ak 28 mer ceni, the turbine aciua
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rutalicy the ¥2K oreams forward as i

on A Bahing line God himsell s reeling in
siewhere over the horlzon, The noemal
lawrs of power amd drag and diminishing
returms just don'i apply. Wherne you must
wind up an intemal comxastion engine,
warel it urtil it can give i mone and then
hook anaothér gear, the YZK just shiruegs ot
far greater force with none of the effort. As
o flash past 10{kmiph, tar irom slowing.
thic bike's actuia I‘;!.' perming into its stride,

pulling harder. By comparison mormsl

engines seem suddenly crikle anel weak

in the sun, two wide steips of near-white
coenele interstate thce off to the horlzon,
rolling genthy over low hills. € rewsroads
ey an ever-present thoeeat of being pualied
out on, while high-profile policing means s
ever-present thireat of cops with guns, Setll, |

haven't comee this far o @0 steady,

Up ahead there's a break in the e of
|,|||,|HE||'.\E. Himph pickup toucks. Inan
instant we g, The Y2K'5 ricding position
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is perfect for assaults on illegal welodity, You
liber Iny woous poschoe, sheltered behind the big
sereen, smug in the (eeight-train stability
of a wheelbage that spans time zones. Sadly,
Liwnisikia's d|_||_|,|.||||:H roails are bess ideal,
Even the flat bits are foagh and scareed with
ricized and dips. Detween the concrete slabs,
vohere the heat amd Nooding have wikdened
the gags to yawning chiasemns, [|rmac suiures
form wiolent lmanch ramps for 250mph,
siffly sprung moborcycles.

| s im0 150 . 11's Bssen the work
of moments. The YZES bagely Lot s strides
but I'm spooked. The rising wimndiblast
mnanages b creep over thie scroen and dowm
the back of my neck, bBlowing my jacket up
Hke 2 red beather abelake [ can't close. At the
sarme e we clatter over & fonster bnmp
[ bike stays troe bt 1 rol] o, passing two
petred cxers just as we slip back down fo sane
speeds. Then the fuel-wa r||i||gl.||~p|4jt'1l.d|'11-
flashimg: 20 litres in ad many mintes

(O the freeway vou're divonced [rom the

s e .+ Tl e

bilke's fre-and-brimstone Bary by speed am
open space. Mow the riverside town of Mes
[beria is albonat to kode it middayy serendsy

It I haot, damn hot =2 Teay, muggy el
that breeds apatihy and drytime drinking 8
dark hars. My jacket i3 sodlen. Sweat sting
v already blinded by sun glaring off p
concrete, Shell-shocked pedesirians anen
recarly am funnmy as thee response from deieg
Unable to pinpoind the sounce of Uhe nodse
frowm within theie boses, heads pose ot
soouTing the sEY bor kow alreralt,

Mo the bilke s getting hot, The clusch
oearpet brake goes. The flukl may be Bremi
finest racing beew, rated o well over 3005
Tt it ot up w0 this. AS the lever loses all
reslstance, the bike staris Chuagging in
awhkowand srges. 1580p in the shade. helme
ol bt b0 Inear the delicious whine of 1
turbimne spinnng doven, “You on fire man
Yo gt Fiee!” Ay ol fellla ambles over,
geaticulating a1 thee Mack smoke spiralling
froim thee Y2K's pipes. [ explain and, onoe
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2ot burbine ergine
A 1 el OF - ot urbin, Dlaces o in o
and cornproes el passing i theough fo the
COMBUSTDR prads, Hon injecions Dlast fuad i
i i o @0 566 K alight. Tha whols shebang
o sl M syl e ekaechisl Gt e i o thae
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7 wiringg niciTiirsng, [ YRR 15 packed with

sl and loarm. Tha rmcst crucial selen s B
FADEC = Fuly Autormated Digtal Engics Conlm
Staniard Simacd on all modéen sl aircrafl, FADED
Mmoo 3 rangs of parmeters and dalss
thnust securassly if redaonss o ot npuls.
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